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the United States will not be voting
next week on this floor, but 435 Mem-
bers will. They have an obligation and
a duty and a responsibility to under-
stand what is brought before them.
Hopefully it will be done through the
system which we have established here
through the committees and with ade-
quate time for Members on both sides
of the aisle to debate this.

I think the gentleman understands
from the debate we have had here to-
night how serious we view this, not so
much on substance but the procedures
that are being laid out here to consider
this important issue. I would hope that
the distinguished majority leader and
the leadership on his side of the aisle
would reconsider the time, the time of
debate, and the whole manner in which
they hope to carry this out next week.
We consider it a very serious matter.

I would say to my friend from Texas,
we will act accordingly with respect to
how this is performed in the days
ahead of us.

f

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
THE JUDICIARY TO HAVE UNTIL
5 P.M. FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1996, TO
FILE REPORT ON H.R. 2650, MAN-
DATORY FEDERAL PRISON DRUG
TREATMENT ACT OF 1995

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary may have until 5
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, May 31, 1996, to
file a report on H.R. 2650, to amend
title 18, United States Code, to elimi-
nate certain sentencing inequities for
drug offenders.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
MAY 31, TO TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1996

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Friday, May 31, 1996,
it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 4, for morning hour de-
bates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of May 12, 1995, and under a pre-
vious order of the House, the following
Members will be recognized for 5 min-
utes each.

f

TEENAGE PREGNANCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California [Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker
the month of May has been set aside as
teenage pregnancy prevention month.
Although May is coming to an end, it
is imperative that legislators and the
American people continue to focus at-
tention on creating policies and pro-
grams to reduce the growing number of
teenagers who become pregnant each
year.

This is critical because, unfortu-
nately, the United States has the high-
est rate of teen pregnancy among the
industrialized nations of the world. The
result is the devastation of the lives of
millions of young girls and the loss to
our country of their talents and poten-
tial contributions. This loss weakens
our country’s future, because in order
to compete in the ever expanding glob-
al economy, we must utilize the full
talents of all our young people.

In my State of California, for exam-
ple, 8 out of 10 teen mothers never fin-
ish high school. The result? Thousands
of uneducated and untrained young
girls forced onto welfare with little
hope for a better future.

Furthermore, moneys that could be
used to help improve the quality of life
for all Americans are diminished by
the expenditure of billions of dollars on
health care and cash assistance pro-
grams for families with teen parents.

For example, the average AFDC and
Medicaid costs for just one teen preg-
nancy through the first year of support
total more than $10,000 per child; and
the total spent in California for teen
pregnancies is between $5 billion and $7
billion annually.

Tragically, this pattern is often re-
peated from mother to daughter, creat-
ing a vicious cycle of despair and de-
pendency on public assistance.

It is therefore in the best interests of
all Americans to do what is necessary
to help end this national tragedy of
teenage pregnancy. To succeed how-
ever, we must be fair and humane in
our solutions. We must not advocate
policies that hurt innocent children or
punish teen mothers by denying them
assistance to care for themselves and
their children.

Instead we must invest in com-
prehensive programs that have a prov-
en track record of success. One exam-
ple is the Teen Outreach Program,
known as TOP.

TOP, which has been chosen as a
model program for California’s Teen

Pregnancy Prevention Initiative, is a
comprehensive program focused on pre-
venting adolescent pregnancy and fos-
tering overall youth development. This
program incorporates both a class-
room-based curriculum focused on ado-
lescent reproductive health and a com-
munity service component which offers
young people the opportunity to help
others while helping themselves.

A recent 10-year evaluation found
that students who participated in TOP
had an 18 percent lower rate of suspen-
sion from school, a 60 percent lower
dropout rate, and a 33 percent lower
rate of pregnancy than nonparticipat-
ing students.

The Teen Outreach Program is just
one example of the effectiveness of pre-
vention and education programs. Fur-
ther, statistics support the fact that
money spent on prevention programs
saves billions of dollars in future costs
to society.

As May comes to an end, let us re-
main vigilant in our effort to end teen-
age pregnancies. In so doing, we save
more than dollars; we save our Na-
tion’s children and strengthen our
country’s future.

f

REPORT FROM INDIANA:
MEMORIAL DAY HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. MCINTOSH] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to give my weekly report from
Indiana.

Every weekend, my wife Ruthie and I
travel across Indiana.

So often we are blessed to be included
in very, very special ceremonies.

Last Memorial Day weekend we par-
ticipated in two unforgettable events
honoring veterans for Memorial Day.

They reminded me that 220 years ago,
the signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence took a solemn oath:

And for the support of this Declaration,
with a firm Reliance on the Protection of di-
vine Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sa-
cred Honor.

Last weekend as we celebrated Me-
morial Day, Americans reflected upon
the grand project to which those men,
our Founding Fathers, pledged their
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred
honor.

That grand project was the United
States of America.

It was not merely a territory, was
not a treasure, and was not an alle-
giance to a king.

No, that grand project was an idea. It
was the idea of freedom.

The first event was held last Friday
in Indianapolis where awe-inspiring
half-oval limestone memorials were
dedicated for Indiana’s Vietnam and
Korean war veterans.

These memorials were dedicated
thanks to George Busirk, president of
the Indiana War Memorial Commis-
sion; and Gerald ‘‘Dutch’’ Bole, the di-
rector of the Indiana Department of
Veterans Affairs.
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